New Mexico Quarterly
Volume 17 | Issue 3

Article 19

1947

Los Paisanos
Julia Keleher

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq
Recommended Citation
Keleher, Julia. "Los Paisanos." New Mexico Quarterly 17, 3 (1947). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol17/iss3/19

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.

Keleher: Los Paisanos

LOS PAISAN as
s~nudo

a Todos Los Paisanos:

As a footnote to the summer season of 1947 in New Mexico, please
add the fact that never have we had so many visitors. By plane, trailer,
newest and oldest model automobile, the tourists came to see the won,ders of our state. (Maybe that If.oZiday issue of November, 1946, which
presented a thirty-four page round-up of New Mexico in glamorous
fashion, augmented the influx.) Old-timers, who never miss the Santo
Domingo Corn Dance, report that the attendance at it this year was
the largest in their experience. Guides at the Carlsbad C~verps, and administrative officials of the Gallup. Inter-Tribal Ceremony also report
that all attendance records for these attractions have reached an all-time
high mark this summer. Santa Fe, pf course, is always taxed to capacity
during the summer season, which officially ends with the three-day
Fiesta the first week in September. This year more people than ever
before witnessed the gay and colorful festival commemorating the reconquest of the ancient capital by De Vargas in 1693. New Mexicans
are proud of Santa Fe, and each time that one visits it the historical
chapters of bygone centuries unroll dramatically before o~e. No doubt
some who attended the 1947 baiZe historically recalled the first ball that
Susan Sheloy Magoffin, eighteen-year-old bride of Samuel Magoffin,
attended in the Palace of the Governors in 1846. Here is :her Diary account of those ~araway days. We haven't the slightest doubt that she
was "the belle of that ball."
Thursday 24th. This morning's work is to tell of the ball last night,
given to the Gen. & his Corps by the newly appointed officials and citizen
merchants. It is rather too long. to go through, so I'll sketch it slightly.
'Twas given at the Government house "The Palace," the first I've ever been
in. On entering the room every one turned to look at me and seemed particularly attracted by a scarlet shawl I wore, to be in trim with !the "Natives."
I was conducted to a seat by Mr. Smith, one of the managers, and soon
J
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surrounded by the Gen. and officers of his staff. Maj. Swords, Capts. Turner,
Johnston Clark, (who I was introduced to for the first time, a fine looking
gentleman, with auburn hair & whiskers; claims kin with me, through his
wife, who was a Miss Churchill of Louisville, Ky.) Lieutenants Gilmer, Hammond,"'Warner, and Peck, besides many gentlemen' of the city. It kept my
tongue constantly going to keep them entertained, and I trust my efforts were
not ineffectual as I think there is nothing more pleasing than to se~ a lady
agreeable and entertaining in her conversation, and I am sure as it is mi
alma's wish that I should excell, it is never an exertion but the greatest
pleasure to make myself so:
Many famous and distinguished writers attended the Fiesta this
year. No doubt we will be rea~ing their impr~ssi6ns of the ancient
capital in leading periodicals in the next few months. ,From the viewpoint of the past no one has left us a more charming or sensitive firsthand impression of Santa Fe than Susan E. Wallace in The Land of the
Pueblos. The book was published in 1888 and is of course today a rare
New Me;xieana item. Here is the scene she unfolds for us as she entered
the capital with her famous husband, Lew \ V a l l a c e : '
We reach the open PlazaI Long one-story adobe houses front]it on
every side. And this is the historic capital! Older than our government,
older t)lan the Spanish Conquest, it looks older than the hills surrounding
it. "El Fondal" shouts the dri:ver, as we stop before the hotel. A voice,
forei~ yet familiar, gayly answers: "Ahl Senora, a Ius pies de usted." At
last, at last, I am not of this time nor of this c6ntiiJ.ent: but away, away
across the sea, in the land of dreams and visions renowned, romantic Spain."
... Hawthorne, in a strain of tender gayety, laments the lack of poetic
element in our dear native land, where there is no shadow, no mystery, no
antiquity, no picturesque and gloomy wrong, nor anything but common'place prosperity in broad.and simple daylight. Here is every requisite of
romance,-the enchantment of di~tance, the 'charms of the unknown~and,
in s~adowy.mis~ of more than three hundred years, imagination mayJIower
out In fanCies nch and strange. .
_
.
Reference to Susan Wallace leads me, of course, to comment on the
significance of the forthcoming biography oj Lew Wallace by Irving
McKee. The University of California Press announces that it will top
their list of fall publications. Undoubtedly the book will attract a great
deal of interest in New Mexico, and more than passing interest from a
literary viewpoint, because the man who wrote one of the most popular
books in American literary history is one of the least documented
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authors. In addition to writing the all-time best seller, Lew Wallace
was the youngest general in the Union Army, the Governor of New
Mexico in 1879 and 1880, and a diplomat of note.
What has always fascinated local writers is the fact that a Governor
of New Mexico could shut himself away in that back room of the Old
Palace and concentrate on events and happenings of two thousand years
ago. You recall that during his tenure of office the Indians were on the
rampage, the Lincoln County War was raging, and Billy the Kid was
shooting people right and left. In one of his letters concerning the
writing of Ben Hur he states the following:

.

When in the city my habit was to shut myself after night in the bedroom
back of the executive office proper and write there till after twelve o'clock.
The sixth, seventh, and eighth' books were the res~lt, and the room has ever
since been associated with the Crucifixion. The retirement, impenetrable
to incoming sound, was as profound as a cavern's.
When Ben Hur was published in 1880, it was by no means a sensation,
but within ~e year sales began to pick up, and .they have never stopped.
Thirty years after its publication, a Chicago mail-order house purchased
an edition of 1,000,000 copies, all of which sold with little advertising.
The book has been translated into almost every language and adapted
for the stage, and was one of the first novels published in Braille.
While on the subject of best sellers, did you know that the sales
from the sixty-three published books of Zane Grey total 19,000,000
copies in the United States alone, and that his books have been translated into twenty foreign langu~ges? It is quite revealing fo note that
Harper's have recently purchased a great number of unpublished manuscripts from the author's estate. Included in the material are a number
of short stories, and ten novels which the publishing house mentioned
above will issue over a period of time. Roger Bourne Linscott, in an
issue of the New York Herald Tribune, refers to him as "king of the
Western." Maybe he is, but New Mexicans don't think so....
The filming of the movie, "They Passed This 'Vay," Eugene Manlove Rhodes' famous story, "Pas6 Por Aqui," created no end of excitement in and around San Rafael, New Mexico, early in the season.
Alamogordo is making a strong bid for the premiere, i but Hollywood
has to date made no commitments. I understand that an early publicationof a Eugene Manlove Rhodes omnibus is ,being considered by an
Eastern publishing house. Bernard De Voto will write the introduction

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1947

3

LOS PAISANOS

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 17 [1947], Iss. 3, Art. 19

...

399

to the beok. . . . Equally exciting for spectators was the filmIng of
Dorothy ~. Hughes' mystery novel, Ride the Pink Horse, which was
done in and around Santa Fe. The original plan of having the premiere
shown during Fiesta week had to be cancelled because of the lack of
accommodations in Santa Fe for such an event.
The New Mexico Folklore Society held a fine meeting in Santa Fe
early in the season. lVlembers from various parts of the state and distinguished visitors participated in the all·day"program under the direction
of Dr. T. M. Pearce, 1946-47 President of the organization. The event
was marked by enthusiasm, and also by the first appearance of the New
Mexico Folklore Record, cop~es of which were distributed to .~ll members by the editor of the publication, Dr. Pearce.
Erna Fergusson has completed the manuscript of. her book on.
Albuquerque, which wilr·be published soon. It is the book that we
have been wanting Erna "to write for a long tirpe, and needless to say
its appea-rance in this community will be an event.
Through the medium of this column, the staff members of the
University Press, of the NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY REVIEW, and the members of the English Department of the University of New Mexico, wish
to pay tribute to Dr. Dudley Wynn, who departed in September for
the University of Colorado to assume his duti.es in the newly established
course in the Humanities. During his eight years as editor of the
QUARTERLY, he not only carried forward the ideals established by his
predecessor, Dr. T. M. p'ear~e, but expanded tlle functional use of this
regional publication to the point where it is regarded by critics as "one
of the be.st of the little magazines." During his two-year direction of
the University Press, outstanding publication recognition was received;
the American Institute of Graphic Arts gave a monthly citation to River
of the Sun: Stories of the Storie,d Gila, by Dr. Ross Calvin, and Latin·
Americans in Texas, by Pauline Kibbe, shared in the Anisfield-Wolf
award for 1946. From the campus and the community w:here he served
with distinction for the past thirteen years, Dr. Wynn carries with him
to his new and challenging 'v.ork every wish for success.
.
$
Hasta la pr6xima vez.
.
JULIA"KELEHER
~
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